i

I

INDIA-BUBBEK  SOLVENTS AND THEIR BECOVEBY.    155

reduction in the price of the solvent have operated against
the erection of new recovery plant. If we turn, however, to
the card cloth industry, of which more is said in another
chapter, we find the recovery of naphtha the rule rather
than the exception. The general conditions of work are
here more favourable than in the case of the waterproof
clothing manufacture. The rubber to be spread is always
of the same composition, with the same weight of naphtha,
and there is no such necessity for the workmen to open the
lid of the hood to look for or adjust any incidental defects
as the work progresses. Eeeovery plants have been in
regular operation in Lancashire and Yorkshire for many
years with an average recovery of 75 per cent, of the
naphtha used. In these recovery plants, as made by
Siddeley and Co., of Liverpool, the naphtha vapours are
drawn from the hoods and condensed in metal tubes cooled
down below zero by an ammonia refrigerating machine.
The condensed naphtha in the older plants is rarely quite
pure enough to be used again as it is, and is usually returned
to the distillers for redistillation in order to free It from oil
derived from the condensing machinery. In the more
recent plants erected by the same firm oil lubrication is
done away with, and there is no need to redistil the
naphtha. Thus, whatever the rubber manufacturer may
have to say on the subject as the result of his own expe-
rience or non-experience, it is a fact that the recovery of
naphtha from spreading machines is not only perfectly
feasible, but is also, under favourable circumstances, attended
with marked economical results. In saying this it should
not perhaps be overlooked that when the majority of these
recovery plants were put down the comparatively high price
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